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(Scene: Pavilion in the Co·u,rt of Barataria. Marco and Giuseppe, magnifice11tl11 tlressed,areseated 
on two tArones and are occupied in cleaning tAe crown and the sceptre. Tke Gondoliers are dillcov-
e1'6d dresaeti, some as courtiers, officers of rank, etc., and others as private soldiers and servants of 
various degrees . .All are e11i7"011ing themselves witAout reference to social distinctions- some playing 
cards, otAers throwing dice, some reading,· otAers pla11ing cup and ball, morra, etc.) 
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No. 11. "Of happiness the very pith" 
Opening Chorus and Solos 

Men, Marco, and Giuseppe 
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pub - li - can E - qual - i - ty! 

hap - pi - ness the ver - y pith In 

Of hap - pi - ness the ver - y pith In 

This form of gov-em - ment we find The 
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A des - po - ti - sm strict, com-bined With 

of its kind: 

e - qual - i - ty, With ab - so-lute e - qual - i - ty! 

Of hap - pi-ness the ver - y pith In Ba - ra - ta - ria 

Of hap - pi-ness the ver - y pith In Ba - ra - ta - ria 
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Chorus 

Of hap - pi-ness the ver - y pith In 

Of hap - pi-ness the ver - y pith In -------------------·-······-······ . 

ria you may see: A mon - ar- chy that's tem-pered with Re -

Ba - ra-ta - ria you may see: A mon - ar-chy that's tem-pered with Re-

pub - -ti-can E-

pub - 1i - can E - qual - i - ty, Re - pub - - li- can E -
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Marco: Gentlemen, we are much obliged to you for your expressions of satisfaction and good 
feeling- I say, we are much obliged to you for your expressions of satisfaction and 
good feeling. 

All: We heard you. 
Marco: We are delighted, at any time, to fall in with sentiments so charmingly expressed. 
All: That's all right. 
Giuseppe: At the same time there is just one little grievance that we should like to ventilate. 
All: (angrily) What? 
Giuseppe: Don't be alarmed- it's not serious. It is arranged that, until it is decided which of us 

two is the actual King, we are to act as one person. 
Giorgio: Exactly. 
Giuseppe: Now, although ·we act as one person, we are, in point of fact, two persons. 
Annibale: Ah, I don't think we can go into that. It is a legal fiction, and legal fictions are sol-

emn things. Situated as we are, we can't recognize two independent responsibilities. 
Giuseppe: No; but you can recognize two independent appetites. It's all very well to say we act 

as one pen-on, but when you supply us with only one ration between us, I should de-
scribe it as a legal fiction carried a little too far. 

Annibale: It's rather a nice point. I don't like to express an opinion off-hand. Suppose we re-
serve it for argument before the full Court? 

Marco: Yes, but what are we to do in the meantime'f 
Marco & Giuseppe: 

We \Vant our tea. 
Annibale: I think we may make an interim order for double rations on their Majesties' enter-

ing into the usual undertaking to indemnify in the event of an adverse decision? 
Giorgio: That, I think, will meet the case. But you must work hard-stick to it-nothing like work. 
Giuseppe: Oh, certainly. We quite understand that a man who holds the magnificent position of 

King should do something to just:fy it. We are called "Your Majesty'; we are allowed 
to buy ourselves magnificent clothes, our subjects frequently nod to us in the streets, 
the sentries always return our salutes, and we enjoy the inestimable privilege of head-
ing the subscription lists to all the principal charities. In return for these advantages 
the least we can do is to make ourselves useful about the Palace. 
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