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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

THE Lorp CHANCELLOR

LOoRD MOUNTARARAT

Lorp TOLLOLLER

PRIVATE WILLIS. . .. ... ittt iiie i ie e Of the Grenadier Guards
STREPHON . . ... .ottt ittt eeae e An Arcadian Shepherd

QUEEN OF THE FAIRIES

IOLANTHE. .. ... .. ittt A Fairy, Strephon's Mother
CELIA.........
LEILA . L e e e Fairies
FLETA.. . ... ...
PHYLLIS................... An Arcadian Shepherdess and Ward in Chancery

CHorus oF DUKEsS, MARQUISES, EARrLs, ViscOUNTs, BARONS, AND FAIRIES

ACT I—An Arcadian Landscape
ACT II—Palace Yard, Westminster

Date, between 1700 and 1882



ARGUMENT

Tweénty-five years previous to the action of the opera, Iolanthe, a fairy, had
committed the capital crime of marrying a mortal. The Queen of the Fairies had
commuted the death sentence to banishment for life—on condition that Iolanthe
must leave her husband without explanation and never see him again. Her son
Strephon has grown up as a shepherd, half fairy, half mortal. Strephon loves
Phyllis, a shepherdess who is also a ward in Chancery; she returns his love, and
knows nothing of his mixed origin.

At the beginning of the opera, the Queen is prevailed upon by other fairies to
recall Iolanthe from exile. Strephon joins the glad reunion and announces his
intention of marrying Phyllis in spite of the Lord Chancellor, her guardian, who
refuses permission. The Queen approves, and plans to influence certain boroughs
to elect Strephon to Parliament.

Meanwhile the entire House of Lords is enamored of Phyllis; they appeal in a
body to the Lord Chancellor to give her to whichever peer she may select. The
Lord Chancellor is also suffering the pangs of love, but feels he has no legal right
to assign her to himself. Phyllis declines to marry a peer; Strephon pleads his
cause in court again, but in vain. Iolanthe enters and holds tender converse with
her son. Since she, like all fairies, looks like a girl of seventeen, Phyllis and the
peers misinterpret the situation; they ridicule Strephon’s claim that Iolanthe is
his mother. Phyllis declares now that she will marry either Lord Mountararat or
Lord Tolloller.

The Fairies take revenge by not merely sending Strephon to Parliment, but
also influencing both Houses to pass any bills he may introduce. His innovations
culminate in a bill to throw the peerage open to competitive examination. The
Peers, seeing their doom approaching, appeal to the Fairies to desist. The Fairies
have fallen in love with the Peers and would like to oblige, but it is too late to stop
Strephon. The Queen reproaches her subjects for their feminine weakness; she
acknowledges her own weakness for a sentry, Private Willis, but asserts that she
has it under control.

Lord Mountararat and Lord Tolloller discover that if either marries Phyllis,
family tradition will require the loser to kill his successful rival; both therefore
renounce Phyllis in the name of friendship. The Lord Chancellor, after consider-
able struggle, pleads his own cause before himself and convinces himself that the
law will allow him to marry her.

Meanwhile Strephon makes Phyllis understand that his mother is a fairy, and
they are reconciled. They persuade lolanthe to appeal to the Lord Chancellor.
To make the appeal effective, she reveals her identity to him—her husband—and
thus again incurs the death penalty. The other Fairies, however, have married
their respective Peers, and announce to the Queen that they all have incurred the
same sentence. The Lord Chancellor suggests the legal expedient of inserting a
single word, to make the law read that every fairy who does 7ot marry a mortal
shall die. The Queen corrects the scroll, and asks Private Willis to save her life
by marrying her. All the mortals present are then transformed into fairies and
fly away with their consorts to Fairyland, leaving the House of Lords to be re-
plenished according to intelligence rather than birth.
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Act I

12

An Arcadian landscape

Scene:

No. 1. Tripping hither, tripping thither

Opening Chorus and Soli

Celia, Leila and Fairies

Allegretto
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Celia and Chorus (SOP. 1) .
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Trip-ping  hith- er, trip-ping thith-er, No- bod - y knows why or
1'_Leila and Chorus (SOP. 11)
f)
v, I CED W R W o4 nn-“’“-—‘ S _as—
' =

Trip-ping hith-‘er, trip-ping thith-er, No- bod - y knows why or
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whith-er, We must dance and we must
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Ah, it’s all very well, but since our queen banished Iolanthe fairy revels have not
been what they were.

Iolanthe was the life and soul of Fairyland. Why, she wrote all our songs and ar-
ranged all our dances! We sing her songs and we trip her measures, but we don’t
enjoy ourselves.

To think that five-and-twenty years have elapsed since she was banished! What
could she have done to have deserved so terrible a punishment ?

Something awful: she married a mortal.
Oh! Is it injudicious to marry a mortal?

Injudicious ? It strikes at the root of the whole fairy system. By our laws the fairy
who marries a mortal dies.

But Iolanthe didn’t die.
(Enter Queen of the Fairies)

No, because your queen, who loved her with a surpassing love,commuted her sentence
to penal servitude for life, on condition that she left her husband without a word of
explanation and never communicated with him again.

And that sentence of penal servitude she is now working out at the bottom of that
stream?

Yes. But when I banished her I gave her all the pleasant places of the earth to
dwell in. I'm sure I never intended that she should go and live at the bottom of
that stream. It makes me perfectly wretched to think of the discomfort she must
have undergone.

To think of the damp! And her chest was always delicate.

And the frogs! ugh! I never shall enjoy any peace of mind until I know why Io-
lanthe went to live among the frogs.

Then why not summon her and ask her?

Why ? Because if I set eyes on her I should forgive her at once.
Then why not forgive her ? Twenty-five years! it’s a long time.
Think how we loved her!

Loved her? What was your love to mine ? Why, she was invaluable to me! Who
taught me to curl myself inside a buttercup? Iolanthe! —Who taught me to swing
upon a cobweb? Iolanthe! —Who taught me to dive into a dewdrop, to nestle in a
nutshell, to gambol upon gossamer ? Iolanthe!
She certainly did surprising things.
Oh give her back to us, great queen — for your sake, if not for ours.

(41! kneel in supplication)

(trresolute) Oh, I should be strong, but I am weak; Ishould be marble, but I am clay.
Her punishment has been heavier than I intended. I did not mean that she should
live among the frogs. And —Well! well! it shall be as you wish.



No. 2. Invocation: “Iolanthe! from thy dark exile”

Soli and Chorus
Queen, Iolanthe, Celia, Leila and Fairies
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Iolanthe rises from the water. She is clad in tattered
e t ——— f i =
- [} D) 4
— 5 s
{ e S 4 S i 7 £ B 1 T g tg 17 *
M 1 1 P At 1 — 1 1 1 - Y . ™
Qo T v | 1 ~ 7 T
w4
—Q_H - - - —— - - - - - -

and sombre garments. She approaches the Queen with head bent and arms crossed.
/—_\

| } b l/-\L
I o __g.ﬁJ' S—o—~—p—]

1
[~ 50

S~

¥
XX ]
o olo| [of

/.—‘*\
P - »
1 1 )

Jli
:

" @ Iolar:the

3 n —1 T | Y t T 1 T T . | —
[ &0 I ) | 1 | N1 I- 1 ¥ < l. I. 1T 1 1 1 )| - . |
With  hum - bled breast, And ev - try hope laid low,
gy . : J |
™ : : Lg. a: ﬁ: uﬂo ﬂ .
. 18210 O A | e >y 1'¥~. 0 T
[ (8 A | (2 l r I z~
~——
PP legato —
. _— — .g-: a,/—) .
o M 7K r7K r7K0 7K £ e 1 Ao Y
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Lid 1 1 1 N - 1 1 1 1
- 1 1 =1 1 T h

'
N
e
TT®
TT®
1)
T
TTe
1L )
15k )
179

L)
™
L)
T®

._{..b
1L
._4..’
iy

|
. £-
Wg . v ) Ip- -—.

T

‘%-r—}-
NN
LI

40989



25

(oW} | 1 I\
p:J 1 1 " N ) + ) § 3 I 1 N 1 ]
L) T 1 1 )N 1 N 1 1 3. 1 r 4 N1 l !!l
| 1 )| V1 IV SN | IR Y . P N 1Y1 D
L2 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ he- o —o 1pe o1
S~S~—
dark sin  a-gainstour  fair - y laws We sent thee in- to
(a1l FEEEEE 558 8o
| S 1 ) _—
o U TR L ! | .- |
h b:>ra—————‘——~\ . b h& e e
_esy gee oo |bo e 2| EEE FEE
oy == ——r—
L r %

life - long ban-ish-ment, But mer - cy holdsher sway

!JiN
bEEE- TR : T

N
pepeep lio 2- V2
EEEEEE #F £

3

7 N — - g S — —

#
p:y T " I T T—t T ]
L )| T 1 )| N o1 - ) FE | 1 -
i 1 1 T 1IN 1 77 1IN e i |
) 0 lu& él B § ) I A 1 |
% r - 1
. R _
in our hearts, __ Rise!

k.- =

yepippeeee o
o " —— | w— e | e I 11 .
S ST TS

%
:

£
4
o
—
[
=
[l
=
(3]

T T—T1 1Y T 3}
5= — gj /Y210 i T ¥ B |
11 T d- Al { ) | I}T————a“—““—q

1Y) ¥ - 1
Rise, thou art par - doned! Par - doned!

40989



26 Herrags full from her, and she appears clothed as a fairy. The Queen

Chorus places a diamond coronet on her heud und embraces her. The others also
. embrace her.
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Queen:  And now tell me: with all the world to choose from, why on earth did you decide to
live at the bottom of that stream?

Iolanthe: To be near my son, Strephon.

Queen:  Your son! Bless my heart! I didn’t know you had a son.

Iolanthe: He was born soon after I left my husband by your royal command, but he doesn’t
even know of his father’s existence.

Fleta:  How old is he?

Iolanthe: Twenty-four.

Leila:  Twenty-four! No one to look at you would think you had a son of twenty-four? But
of course that’s one of the advantages of being immortal —we never grow old. Is
he pretty ?

Iolanthe: He's extremely pretty, but he's inclined to be stout.

All: (disappointed) Oh!

Queen: I see no objection to stoutness in moderation.

Celia:  And what is he?

Iolanthe: He’s an Arcadian shepherd, and he loves Phyllis, a ward in Chancery.

Celia: A mere shepherd, and he haif a fairy!

Tolanthe: He'’s a fairy down to the waist, but his legs are mortal.

Celia:  Dear me!

Queen: I have no reason to suppose that Iam more curious than other people, but I con-
fess, Ishould like to see a person who is a fairy down to the waist, but whose legs
are mortal.

Tolanthe: Nothing easier, for here he comes.

40989

(Enter Strephon, singing and dancing, and playing on a flageolet.
He does not see the Fairies, who retire up stage as he enters.)
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No. 3. “Good morrow, good mother”

Solo and Chorus
Strephon and Fairies
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Then the Lord Chancellor has at last given his consent to your marriage with
his beautiful ward, Phyllis?

Not he, indeed! To all my tearful prayers he answers me, “A shepherd lad is
no fit helpmate for a ward of Chancery.” Istood in court,and there I sang him
songs of Arcadee, with flageolet accompaniment, in vain. At first he seemed a-
mused, so did the Bar, but, quickly wearying of my song and pipe, he bade me
get out. A servile usher then, in crumpled bands and rusty bombazine, led me,
still singing, into Chancery Lane! I'll go no more; I'll marry her today, and
brave the upshot, be what it may! — (Sees Fairics) But who are these ?

Oh, Strephon, rejoice with me; my queen has pardoned me!
Pardoned you, mother? This is good news, indeed!

And these ladies are my beloved sisters.

Your sisters ? Then they are my aunts. (kneels)

A pleasant piece of news for your bride on her wedding day!

Hush! My bride knows nothing of my fairyhood. I dare not tell her, lest it fright-
en her. She thinks me mortal, and prefers me so.

Your fairyhood doesn’t seem to have done you much good.

Much good ? It's the curse of my existence! What's the use of being half a fairy ?
My body can creep through a ﬁeyhole, but what's the good of that when my legs
are left kicking behind ? I can make myself invisible down to the waist, but
that'’s of no use when my legs remain exposed to view. My brain is a fairy brain,
but from the waist downward I'm a gibbering idiot. My upper half is immortal,
but my lower half grows older every day, and some day or other must die of old
age. What'’s to become of my upper half when I've buried my lower half I really
don’t know.

I see your difficulty, but with a fairy brain you should seek an intellectual sphere
of action. Let me see: I've a borough or two at my disposal; would you like to go
into Parliament ?

A fairy member! That would be delightful.

I'm afraid I should do no good there. You see, down to the waist I'm a Tory of
the most determined description, but my legs are a couple of confounded Radi-
cals, and on a division they'd be sure to take me into the wrong lobby. You see,
they're two to one, which is a strong working majority.

Don’t let that distress you; you shall be returned as a Liberal-Conservative, and
your legs shall be our peculiar care.

(bowing) I see Your Majesty does not do things by halves.

No; we are fairies down to the feet.



No. 4. Fare thee well

Solo and Chorus
Queen and Fairies
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No. 4a. “Good morrow, good lover”

Soli
Phyllis and Strephon
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My Phyllis! And today we're to be made happy for ever.
Well, we're to be married.
It’s the same thing.

Well, I suppose it is. But oh, Strephon, I tremble at the step we're taking. I be-
lieve it's penal servitude for life to marry a ward of court without the Lord Chan-
cellor’s consent. I shall be of age in two years. Don't you think you could wait two
years?

Two years! You can’t have seen yourself. Here, look at that (offering mirror) and
tell me if you think it’s reasonable to expect me to wait two years ?

No; you're quite right; it’s asking too much —one must be reasonable.

Besides, who knows what will happen in two years ? Why, you might fall in love
with the Lord Chancellor himself by that time.

Yes, he’s a clever old gentleman.
As it is, half the House of Lords are sighing at your feet.
The House of Lords is certainly extremely attentive.

Attentive ? I should think they were! Why did five-and-twenty Liberal peers come
down to shoot over your grass-plot last autumn ? It couldn’t have been the sparrows.
Why did five-and-twenty Conservative peers come down to fish in your pond? Don’t
tell me it was the goldfish! No, no. Delays are dangerous, and if we are to marry,
the sooner the better.

No. 5. “None shall part us from each other”

Duet
Phyllis and Strephon
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No. 6. Entrance and March of Peers.
“Loudly let the trumpet bray”
Chorus, Tenors and Basses
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(Enter Lord Tolloller)
Ld. Toll.:  And now, my lord, suppose we proceed to the business of the day?

Ld.Chan.: By all means. Phyllis, who is a ward of court, has so powerfully affected your lord-
ships that you have appealed to me in a body to give her to whichever one of you
she may think proper to select; and a noble lord has gone to her cottage to request
her immediate attendance. It would be idle to deny that I, myself, have the mis-
fortune to be singularly attracted by this young person. My regard for her is rap-
idly undermining my constitution. Three months ago I was a stout man. I need
say no more. If I could reconcile it with my duty, I should unhesitatingly award
her to myself, for I can conscientiously say that I know no man who is so well fit-
ted to render her exceptionally happy. But such an award would be open to mis-
construction, and therefore, at whatever personal inconvenience, I waive my claim.

Ld.Toll.: My lord, I desire, on the part of this House, to express its sincere sympathy with
your lordship’s most painful position.

Ld.Chan.: Ithank your lordships. The feelings of a Lord Chancellor who is in love with a
ward of court are not to be envied. What is his position? Can he give his own con-
sent to his own marriage with his own ward? Can he marry his own ward without
his own consent? And if he marries his own ward without his own consent, can
he commit himself for contempt of his own court? Can he appear by counsel be-
fore himself to move for arrest of his own judgment ? Ah, my lords, it is indeed
painful to have to sit upon a woolsack which is stuffed with such thorns as these.

(Enter Lord Mountarat)

Ld.Mount.: My lords, I have the pleasure to inform your lordships that I have succeeded in
persuading the young lady to present herself at the bar of this House.
(Enter Phyllis)

No. 8. “My well-loved lord and guardian dear”
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